INTRODUCTORY.                                   IS

what is general and what is local, and to give a trnly
International character to this work; while a few ex-
amples of British weather will be given in some detail,
so as to demonstrate how the minutest weather-changes
are subordinate to general lav\s.

The plan of this book will be as follows. We shall
commence with a chapter on popular weather-prognostics,
so as to introduce some of the simpler portions of synoptic
meteorology. Clouds and cloud-prognostics will form a
chapter by themselves, so as to exhibit the great develop-
ment which has recently been made in the interpretation
of their indications. So far, we shall confine our atten-
tion to weather of the northern temperate zone only.

This will take up about one-third of the work, and
exhaust the more popular portions of the subject. We
shall then have to plunge more deeply into the details
of isobars, and explain how they are all the products of
different forms of atmospheric circulation. From them
we shall pass to the consideration of barograms and
meteograms generally, and show especially how the
changes in the shape of the isobars, as seen on two suc-
cessive charts, indicate the sequence of weather as ob-
served in any one place. This, which is the fundamental
point of all synoptic meteorology, is also unfortunately
the most difficult to grasp, and can only be fully realized
after considerable practise. Once, however, that its im-
port is fully mastered, the remainder of the work will
seem comparatively simple,

We shall then discuss the relation of both the velocity
and direction of the wind to isobars, and after that the
influence of different shapes of isobars in modifying the